March 3rd 2002

Hi Gavin

Good to get your ‘phone call about an hour ago. Perhaps also good that you do not need to have an operation on your knee. That means that it may not be as bad as it could be. One reads/hears of many athletes getting damaged knees and requiring surgery and even the insertion of metal implants to try to fix the problems. So, even though you will need physiotherapy for some time, it may be that your knee could actually become much better again. Anyway, as will not have any surgery, does that mean you will not now get ‘convalescence leave’ in HK?


I did not do any exercise in this past week. Just feeling too tired. I don’t know if that helped or not. It might have been better to go to the gym and do very light workouts. However, I still went for a hike yesterday but went slower. Went around the Tai Lam Chung reservoir – the reservoir not far from the Gold Coast – though you probably have never been there. Also, the fronts of my thighs got sore, perhaps because of the lack of exercise in the past week. Temperatures a bit higher -- 23OC on the hike yesterday. I guess the pool will be opening again soon. It was supposed to be closed just for one month in February. But they may extend that for a while to save costs. There seems to have has been a lot of cost-cutting especially on the hotel side as business has not been as good in the past 6 months or so. Fewer guests, particularly the tour groups that used to come from China, and fewer people using restaurants and other facilities. So, the big restaurants in both towers have been closed down. Also, a lot of jobs seem to have been cut. One also notices little things, e.g. the air-conditioning in areas such as the gym is not as cool as it used to be – after a few minutes of vigorous exercise one is sweating profusely. That did not use to happen. 


Well, the last of the three ‘goons’ has gone! Spike Milligan (an Irishman living in England) died this past week at the age of 83. You may remember me mentioning the death of another goon Harry Seacombe (a Welshman) about 6 months ago. The third goon, Peter Sellers (an Englishman, also famous as the “Pink Panther”), died at a much younger age a long time ago. You probably don’t know what I may talking about anyway! The “goon show” was a radio comedy show in the ‘50s and ‘60s that was so much different from anything else that had ever appeared. I remember listening to them when I was young. They also had a great following in the USA apparently. I have noticed in bookshops here that there are cassettes/CDs on sale with the best of goon shows. [One example of their humour, which Leonie knows about as I used it in NZ is: 

Seacombe (acting the role of Neddy Seagoon): “What, what, what…….what!! (very fast and in an increasingly rising melodious voice (Seacombe was also an opera singer). 

Milligan: “Only 5 ‘whats’ (watts) Neddy – not very bright!!   Get it? ]

Another example, from real life, not the show, was when Milligan was awarded the MBE (Member of the British Empire) by the Queen. Milligan, who lived in a the city called Milton Keynes, made a comment something like: “It would have been better to have been awarded a ‘Member of Milton Keynes’ – at least that still exists!!”

The Chief Executive was re-elected unopposed last week for another 5-year term as he was the only person to be nominated by the time nominations closed the other day. Of course, as I mentioned last time, a person had to get at least 100 signatures from the 800-member re-election committee, but as Tung got over 700, it was not possible for anyone else to get enough signatures to be nominated. Anyway, it was clear that Beijing backed Tung so it would have been very brave, or foolish, of anyone else to try. The only serious attempt was by a group of anti-government protesters, who tried to get into the office to get a nomination form for a dog (which they took with them) saying that a dog could run HK better than Tung!


Saw on TV about a hospital in Auckland NZ which confessed that it had been harvesting the hearts of dead babies for over 50 years without permission from the parents! This is not the only place where body parts have been harvested – it has occurred in many countries and at one time was part of the culture of medicine. 


The Financial Secretary will deliver his maiden (first) Budget on Wednesday. From the ‘hints’ that government people have been dropping, it may be quite severe in order for the government to try to get more income. It seems that there will also be a general wage cut for the Civil Service and government-funded organizations (such as the universities) as I mentioned last week. 


Well, the Winter Olympic Games finished in scandal and controversy. Still, the current IOC president seems serious in his drive against the drug cheats, in contrast to the previous ‘dictator’ who did his best to sweep it all under the carpet. 

That’s about if for now. Cheers.

Dad
PS: Sean now has my e-mail address. But he has still not sent any information yet. When he does, I will look it up and pass on any useful information.
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